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Brexit. Cameron resigns. May wins her campaign for Prime Minister.  Corbyn survives a leadership challenge as leader of the Labour Party.  Theresa guarantees she won't call an election.   Then she does. 

All of this happened since I decided to produce Whipping It Up.  I was worried people would be bored with politics.  It was everywhere - TV, Papers, Radio. The last thing they would want to do was go to the theatre, a place of escapism and see a play about politics but then I realised what people want to do is laugh at it.  Regardless how politically active we are as an individual, we all see the short comings of politicians,  their contradictions, their inability to do maths, their car crash interviews and, to put it bluntly, their daily f*** ups. 

Whipping It Up gives us a glimpse into the Whips office a few days before Christmas, and a Tory government is trying to pass a law taxing semi-permanent dwellings. Something that should be a breeze, but a handful of backbenchers are digging their heels in, and it's down to the whips to get them back in line. 

The play premiered at the Bush Theatre, London in 2006, during the later stages of Tony Blair’s reign as PM.  It cast an eye over a parallel universe where the Conservatives were in power with just a few seats of elect MP’s securing their majority in government.  However, reading the script twelve months ago, I felt the plot and several of the references could be well applied to the state of affairs under the lead of David Cameron in 2015. As such, some of the numerical references have been modified to apply to that period, but the play as a whole is as scripted. 

When you leave the theatre let that sink in, and ask yourself how much was heightened satire and how much was a scarily accurate prediction of what was yet to come… on both sides of the political spectrum. 
Dan Ellis

The action takes place within the Upper Whips' Office, inside the Houses of Parliament

Act 1, Scene 1 - 4pm: Scene 2 - 5pm: Scene 3 - 7pm
Act 2, Scene 1 - 9pm: Scene 2 - 6.30am, the next day.

Production Team
Lighting design - Oliver Price
Publicity – Paul Crofts
Simon Phillips (Alistair):  Simon has appeared in over 40 plays and musicals with Tip Top Productions over the past twenty years. Notable appearances include Bri in A Day In The Death of Joe Egg, Irwin in History Boys, Sherlock in Hound of the Baskervilles, Narrator in Flint Street Nativity, Ralph in Bouncers (several times!), Marc in Art and Michel in God of Carnage. In musicals Simon has played The Tin Man in The Wizard of Oz, Ernst Ludwig in Cabaret and Dave in The Full Monty amongst many others. His directing credits for the company, include RENT, Les Miserables, Little Shop of Horrors, Calendar Girls, Our Day Out (at Theatr Clwyd earlier this year) and Abigail's Party. Simon is a Teacher of Music, Drama and Performing Arts at Christleton High School. 
Conor Collins (Guy): Connor trained as an operatic tenor and actor at the Royal Northern College of Music & National Youth Theatre.  Roles include Schmitt in Werther 2012 (RNCM), Sextus in Julius Caesar 2011 (RNCM), Curley in Oklahoma! 2011 (RNCM), Morales in Carmen (Longborough Opera 2009, Grantair in Les Miserables (Longborough Opera 2008, and chorus roles in KáťaKabanová (RNCM) 2010, La Belle Helen (RNCM) 2010, La Clemenza di Tito (RNCM) 2010 and Die Flaudermaus (RNCM) 2009. In 2013 Conor was awarded MIFs best supporting actor for his rule of Hutton in the play ‘What’s Wrong with Angry’

Annie May Howarth (Maggie):  Theatre credits for TTP include: Cinderella; Edith-Blithe Spirit; The Good Fairy-Snow White and the 7 Dwarves, Princess Jasmine-Aladdin, Cosette-Les Miserables, Frenchy-Grease, Susan-Our Day Out and in September Miranda-Return to the Forbidden Planet. Other Theatre credits include: The Narrator-Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Scaramouche-We Will Rock You, Serena-Legally Blonde the Musical, Mona Lisa-The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee and Cha Cha-Grease. Annie directed and choreographed Rent The Musical for Reading University, choreographed for Our Day Out and most recently choreographed Beauty and the Beast at Christleton High School.

Richard Taylor (The Chief): Richard has been acting for 50 years and is never happier than when he is on stage. Having recovered from being cast as the 'older' man not the 'leading' man he is now enjoying working on more senior roles. Previous parts include; Caliban- The Tempest, George Bernard Shaw- Dear Liar, Trigorin- he Seagull, Neville- Kafkas Dick,  Max Dietweiller- he Sound of Music, Rae Say-Little Voice. Richard is also a writer, set designer and director.

Jane Nugent (Delia): Jane has been a member of Hawarden Players since 1996. Her debut was as Conchita Alvara in 'Face the Music'. She has since appeared in many plays and pantos, including 'Panic Stations', 'A Fish out of Water', 'The Three Musketeers', 'A Murder is Announced' and more recently as Annabel in 'Gone to Pot'. Jane also directed 'Breezeblock Park' and 'Curtain Call' and co-directed 'Arabian Knights' and 'Murder in Play'. This is Jane's second appearance with Tip Top Productions, having played Diana in 'The Weekend' in April 2016, also directed by Dan.

Des Hinks (Tim): Des is be no stranger to recent Tip Top audiences, having made his debut with the company in March as 'Judd' in 'Bouncers' before appearing at Theatr Clywd in May as 'Colin' in 'Our Day Out'. He is also a regular performer with Chester Little Theatre and appears in murder mystery events across the UK. Des is currently appearing in his first professional production in the role of 'Varro' in 'Julius Caesar' which continues at Chester's new Storyhouse Theatre throughout July before transferring to Grosvenor Park Open Air Theatre in August.

Dan Ellis (Director): Dan studied drama at Liverpool John Moore University, graduating in 2011. Since then he has continued to act and direct with several theatre companies across the north west. For Tip Top Dan has played several roles, notably Alan Strang in Equus, Gerald Forbes in When We Are Married, and has appeared as the comic role in three years of pantomime, most recently as  Willy in Jack and the Beanstalk.  He has also directed three plays for the company in the past two and a half years; The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (Abridged), The Weekend and The 39 Steps. 

Dan works as an acting teacher for the Mold school of Theatretrain and during the week he works as an extra on television programmes, having gained experience mostly in playing sickly teenagers or dead bodies.  
