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A Note from the Director.
Anyone who knows the ‘The Killing of Sister George’ from the 1968 film version only will find Frank Marcus’s original play a different beast.  Lukas Heller’s screenplay in the hands of the Director, Robert Aldrich, emphasised and made explicit the lesbian angle which in Marcus’s original was much less overt.  Possibly buoyed or influenced by the late-60’s vogue of challenging boundaries and societal norms, Aldrich seized upon the opportunity to produce a lesbian cause celebre, which featured a highly contentious – at the time - clinch between Coral Browne’s ‘Mrs Mercy’ and 60’s It Girl, Susanna Yorke’s ‘Childie’.
As we found when we started rehearsals of our production Marcus’s play is funnier and less earnest than the film though, and not so obviously preoccupied with the characters sexuality.  The central dynamic is still there – June’s relationship with Childie, and the strain put upon it by Mrs Mercy, the BBC executive and Agony Aunt, who arrives to deliver the news that June’s character, Sister George, is to be killed off in the radio series in which she appears – but the focus is really on June’s life as it crumbles around her.  Although there is a lightness of touch to the writing June’s situation has genuine poignancy to it; after all, however funny, essentially the play is a story of a woman who loses everything she holds dear.  The fact that she may or may not be a lesbian is incidental which, I think, makes the play a richer, more substantial and rewarding experience.
Mark Newman
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Act I
A Tuesday afternoon in late September
Act II, Scene 1
A week later - 4.00 am

INTERVAL
Act II, Scene 2
Late afternoon the same day
Act III
Two weeks later -  Morning
Time – the mid-sixties

CAST & CREW
The cast and crew, between them, have appeared in or been responsible for producing many of Tip Top’s most successful productions over the years, and collective credits include Shirley Valentine; Bouncers; The Flint Street Nativity; Fawlty Towers; The Woman Who Cooked Her Husband and Useless Beauty, amongst many others.  They are: 
	June Buckridge (Sister George)	-	Marian Newman
	Alice ‘Childie’ McNaught	-	Fiona Wheatcroft
	Mrs Mercy Croft	-	Sally Dillon
	Madame Xenia:		Pippa Redmayne

	Directed by 	-	Mark Newman & Stuart Evans
	Stage Manager & Props Master	- 	Paul Crofts
	Lighting	-	Mark Shenton
	Sound	-	Brian Fray
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