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Tip Top Productions is indebted to our supporters who have helped us to research the play; and to those who have provided vestments and offered ecclesiastical advice.








Peter Swingler


Director


Peter has directed since 1975. Plays include: Getting On; Educating Rita; Once A Catholic; Sister Mary Ignatius Explains it all; Canterbury Tales; Musicals include: A Chorus Line; Cabaret; Return to the Forbidden Planet; Hello, Dolly! Oliver!; Carousel plus over 35 pantomimes as writer/director.


In 2009 Peter received the OBE for public and community services. 











About the play


The most important aspect of the play’s point in time was the evolution of the Catholic Church, following the accession of Pope Paul VI in 1963, precipitated by the Second Ecumenical Council-Vatican ii-which tried to re-evaluate the way that Catholics worshipped in the church. In an attempt to modernise and make the church more accessible to the people many changes occurred. 


In tonight’s play we may be forgiven for concentrating on the play’s obvious theme but it contains much more than a question about a priest’s behaviour. Shanley deals with many facets of religion, life, relationships and the key theme...uncertainty. In life there are times when we will never know the truth or falseness of a story or situation; but somehow we usually manage to make up our own minds-rightly or wrongly. In some instances we take action because we feel that we have the conviction to do what we must. Sister Aloysius faces such a dilemma in Doubt. Will you agree with her after 90 minutes listening to the arguments and moral questions?
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Laura Harris


Sister James


...has a Writing and Drama degree. She wrote and appeared in an original stage play; the psychological thriller 'Forget Me Not'. Laura undertook a BTEC in Production Arts to further her understanding of the mechanics of theatre.  Laura has taught as a lecturer in Performing Arts, worked with Wirral Youth Theatre before returning to her first love...live - in the flesh, on the stage - performance!  





Andy Jordan


Father Flynn


Andy’s previous productions with Tip Top include The Wizard of Oz (Hunk Scarecrow (2010)), Hold Tight its 60’s Night (Voicebox)) (2010)), Kafka’s Dick (Kafka (2010)),  Bouncers (Judd (2008)) and Art (Yvan) �(2008)). Recent productions with other companies include Little Shop of Horrors (Orin) at Grove Park Theatre, Wrexham and Barnum (Barnum) at the Brookdale Theatre, Stockport (including walking the tightrope!).





Carol Pearce


Mrs Muller


Having previously acted in improvised workshops Doubt marks Carol’s stage debut. Carol became aware of the power of this play through Tip Top regulars Dave and Pat Pearce. As a genuine demonstration of commitment to the play Carol has travelled from Preston for each rehearsal; she finds Mrs Muller an absorbing character.





Val Stevenson


Sister Aloysius


Most of Val’s acting has been at Grove Park Theatre, Wrexham where her first role in 1979 was in Peter Swingler’s production of When We Are Married. Before Sister Aloysius her most challenging and favourite roles have been in Duet for One and Up ‘n Under. She has also directed several plays including the very popular Ladies’ Day.

















THE WORLD OF THE PLAY -1964


In 1964-


A new house cost 	$13,000 (£8,000)


Average income was 	$6000    (£3,740)


New car bought for 	$3500	 (£2,200)


It was a huge time of change


The US Congress had authorised the war in Vietnam


JFK had been assassinated in November 1963


Lyndon Johnson was the new president


Racial unrest began to spill over from the southern states to the north


Aftermath of Martin Luther King’s “I have a dream” speech


Sidney Poitier was the first black actor to be nominated for an Oscar


Culturally


Fiddler on the Roof/Hello, Dolly! On Broadway


Rolling Stones first album


Beatles first time on the Ed Sullivan show


Bob Dylan released “The Times They Are A-Changing”


First computer mouse appeared


History of the play


�DOUBT opened on Broadway in 2005 at the Walter Kerr Theatre, directed by Doug Hughes. The original cast included Cherry Jones and Brian F. O'Byrne, who were followed by Eileen Atkins and Ron Eldard in 2006. The show ran in New York for 525 performances. DOUBT swept the 2005 awards ceremonies, winning four Tony Awards, five Drama Desk Awards, the Lucille Lortel Award for Outstanding Play, the New York Drama Critics' Circle Award for Best Play and the Pulitzer Prize for Drama
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What else is on for the rest of this year….?








Peter Karrie in Concert


Sunday 7th November 2010 


The West End star brings his one man concert to Chester











The Flint Street Nativity


18th – 27th November 2010 


by Tim Firth


Primary School children are preparing for their school nativity. All the children are played by adults in this hilarious seasonal comedy.





Dick Whittington


11th – 30th December 2010 


Our popular Christmas family pantomime


Early booking is recommended








The Houghton Weavers


15th December for on night only








BOX OFFICE: 01244 341296 or online at www.chestertheatre.co.uk








Tip Top Productions would like to thank the management and staff of The Stiwt for the help and support








Tip Top Productions aims to promote music, drama and theatre for all.  Participation is open to anyone interested either on stage, backstage or front of house.  To find out more about Tip Top, our future programme, or to be placed on our mailing list, please contact Peter Roberts at 20 Rhodfa Annwyl, Rhuddlan, LL18 2SQ or email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@tiptoproductions.co.uk" �info@tiptoproductions.co.uk�








� HYPERLINK "http://www.tiptopproductions.co.uk/" �www.tiptopproductions.co.uk�











